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What is THAT?
Red, Green and In-Between

Tractors are an essential tool on today’s 
farms. They pull and power machines 
like planters and balers. They push, 
pull, and stack materials like feed, 
seed, and harvested grain.

The “strength” or power of a tractor is measured in units 
called horsepower. The higher the horsepower, the more 
powerful the tractor.

Before tractors were available, horses were used to do 
heavy jobs like plowing and planting.

The number and size of tractors a farm has depends on 
the size of the farm and the kinds of work each tractor is 
needed to accomplish. 

TRACTORS

Many farmers have a preference for one 
tractor manufacturer over another. Some 
farmers prefer to work with CASE IH 
machines, which are red. Others would 
rather stick to John Deere machines, which 
are green. Farmers often like to tease each 
other about the brand of tractors they use.

Other ag equipment brands include New Holland (blue), 
Caterpillar (deep yellow), and Kubota (orange). There are 
many others, as well.

Adding more and wider tires on a tractor reduces soil 
compaction, or how much the soil gets packed down when a 
machine travels over a field. The wider “footprint” spreads the 
weight out over the soil surface.

Some tractors have tracks instead of tires. This also helps 
reduce soil compaction. ■

“If it ain’t red, leave it in the shed.” – Case IH

“Nothing runs like a Deere.” –  John Deere


