Planting Equipment

Planters are used to plant corn,
soybeans and other grains.

This planter plants 24 rows at a time, about 17,000 corn seeds each minute,
and 30 acres in an hour. (An acre is about the size of a football field.)

The two large tanks in the middle of this planter hold 100
bushels, or 5,600 pounds of seed corn. The seed travels
from the tanks to each planter box. Underneath each box is a
mechanism which plants one row of corn or soybeans.

As the planter is pulled across the field, it does many things
at once. The planter:

1. Clears soil clumps and debris out of the way,
2. Cuts a small trench in the soil at the exact depth needed,
(1 v2- 2 inches for corn, 1 - 1 ¥ inches for soybeans)

3. Drops seeds into the trench a specific distance apart, Many farmers are now ordering their seed in large bulk
4. Covers each seed with soil, containers instead of bags. Seed tenders like this one
5.
6.

) ] are used to haul bulk seed and load it into planters. This
Firms the soil over and around the seed, and decreases labor and saves time.

Applies fertilizer or insecticide if needed.

Global Positioning Systems (GPS), computers, and robotics in the tractors that pull planters help farmers plant
perfect rows with no skips or overlaps in the field.
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