How does animal welfare affect sustainability?

Well cared for animals are a priority for farmers. It not only ensures
the safety and health of animals but it also maintains a sustainable farm.

Farmers are making great strides to ensure their practices are not only
the best for their animals’ well-being, but that they are also contributing
to a food supply that is as safe and healthy as possible.

This means basing practices on peer-reviewed studies as well as
implementing generations of practical experience. Additionally,
partnerships with veterinarians and nutritionists are critical and a key
part of animal care on America’s farms and ranches.

Are animals slaughtered humanely?

Slaughter methods in food production can be uneasy to watch, to read
about or even think about. However, farmers must follow the Humane
Slaughter Act, which became law in 1958 and is enforced today by
the USDA Food Safety and Inspection Service. This Act requires the
proper treatment and humane handling of all food animals slaughtered
in USDA inspected slaughter plants.

The act requires that animals are completely sedated and insensible
to pain before slaughter. The methods of sedation may differ depending
on the size of the animal. To ensure farmers and ranchers are complying
with The Humane Slaughter Act, veterinarians are assigned to routinely
monitor specific districts for slaughter and handling procedures.

In addition, the agriculture community is making important strides
with new methods — like progressive slaughter plants — to ensure
slaughter is painless. Many farmers work with Temple Grandin, animal
welfare advocate and professor of Animal Science at Colorado State
University, who designs livestock handling facilities that use devices to
hold animals in comfortable, upright positions.

arms«Food Talk

What do farmers do to keep
animal waste from running
into streams and lakes?

Raising farm animals indoors, like
many of today’s beef cattle and pig
farms, means farmers can capture and
contain animal manure, much of which
is repurposed as fertilizer.

Farmers who raise more than 1,000
animals in one area must carefully
plan and design manure management
systems to protect natural resources
including water. Manure storage
structures can be constructed from
concrete, metal or earthen materials.

If earthen structures are used, they are
generally lined with compacted clay or
synthetic materials to ensure protection
of ground water.

Management of waste is much
stricter than most municipal
wastewater policies for humans. By
law, farmers cannot release any waste
into the environment. m
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