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Q: What is a typical fall day like on your dairy farm?

A: The fall is extra busy because we’re harvesting 
our crops and at the same time still caring for our 
cows and calves.

Bill Deutsch is a fifth generation dairy and grain farmer from 
Sycamore. He milks cows and grows corn, soybeans, wheat and alfalfa, 
with his brother, Pat. Bill and his wife, Chris, reside on the family farm. 
They have four adult children: Sarah, Mary, Rachel and Paul. 

It’s fall and time to harvest food for the world to eat! 
Besides harvesting grain, livestock producers have animals 
to tend to. 

So I thought I’d share with you a typical October day 
on my dairy farm. My day started at 3:30 in the morning. 
I had coffee with my employee, Antonio, in the milk 
house and then went to the barns to get the cows. 

I walked through the maternity area and found a new calf with her mother. 
I got the first group of cows in the milking parlor and then grabbed some 
colostrum from the freezer and started thawing it to feed the new baby calf. 
All of our cows’ colostrum (first milk) is tested to make sure it meets our high 
quality standards and then we pasteurize the colostrum milk and freeze it. I 
moved the newborn calf to its own pen for its utmost health and safety and then 
dipped the calf’s navel with iodine to kill any germs. 

After we milked the first group of cows, I went out to get the second 
group while Antonio fed the new calf. Then we milked the second and the 
third group of cows, a total of 149 cows today. Finally, we went to get the last 
group of cows, the fresh cows (new mothers with baby calves). There are nine 
fresh cows, including one that calved this morning. We collect the colostrum 
milk from all these fresh cows. We tested the new mother cow’s milk and found 
that it was acceptable and saved the colostrum to give to the newborn calves. 

There was one cow I noticed was in heat (reproductive cycle) so I brought 
her into a pen and artificially inseminated her. I will find out if she’s pregnant in 
about 32 days with an ultrasound. 

After all the cows were milked, we sprayed down and cleaned up the parlor 
so it’s ready for the next milking. Now it’s time to go for breakfast at 8:30 a.m. 

I headed back to the barn by 8:50 a.m. to sort cows with my brother, Pat, in 
preparation for the veterinarian. He’s coming to do ultrasounds today. Time 
for another cup of coffee! At 9:30 the vet shows up and we start pregnancy 
checking heifers first and then finished with the cows. 

I headed to the field by 10:50 a.m. The sun is shining – it looks like a 
beautiful day! I hope to get a lot of the crop harvested. The field is located 
about three miles from my home farm in rural Sycamore. Pat and I started 
harvesting soybeans by 11:30. We finished just under 30 acres in this field and 
then moved to the next field down the road. 

At 3:30 p.m. it was time once again to milk the cows. Since I was in the field, 
I relied on my high school employees – Seth, Hunter and Emily – to do the 
second milking.  

Soybean harvest was going well. 
We worked as late as the grain 
elevator stayed open. We deliver 
our soybeans to the local elevator. 
The grain elevator closed at 8 p.m. 
so we filled the two grain carts and 
headed for home about 10 p.m. 

Time for a shower, supper, and 
ready for bed. 3:30 a.m. will come 
shortly.

Thanksgiving Reflections
I think about Thanksgiving and 

how thankful I am living here in 
the United States. DeKalb County, 
Illinois has some of the most fertile 
ground and I have the opportunity 
to farm this productive farmland. 

We are blessed with an abundant 
supply of food. The United States 
produces more food than we 
consume so we export food to 
other countries, including dairy 
products. There are 640 dairy farms 
in Illinois and 34 dairy processing 
plants. Illinois creates 675 jobs 
exporting dairy products. Illinois 
exports $43 million in dairy exports, 
which equates to $106 million of 
economic impact in our state.

Happy Thanksgiving! ■


