
CONNECTIONS Magazine Cover Design Contest Rules 
 

1. Make your design on white paper no larger than 9 inches wide by 12 
inches long. Your paper should be vertical, like this:    

2. You may use markers, colored pencils, crayons, pens, paint, or paper 
collage to make your design. 

3. Your picture should fit with the theme for your grade. (See the next 
page for themes and explanations.) 

4. You do not have to write the theme in your picture. 
5. Be original! Do not copy, trace, or use stencils. 
6. Write words in pencil first. Check your spelling before coloring. 
7. Your artwork should fill the page. However, don't put key pictures or 

words very close to the top or edges. 
8. Don’t include the magazine name. It will be added later if your 

design wins. (See examples below.) 
9. Write your name in pencil on the back (not the front) of your design. 
10. Give your finished design to your teacher. They will attach an entry 

form and then submit all the designs from your class.  



CONNECTIONS Magazine Cover Design Contest Themes 

Kindergarten – What is a Farm? 
A farm is a place where people grow crops (plants) and raise livestock 
(animals) to produce the items we eat, wear, and use every day. Create a 
picture of a farm you have visited, read about, or imagined. Show the 
farmer(s), what they grow or raise, and what the farm looks like. 

1st grade – If I Were a Farmer 
If you were a farmer, what would your farm look like? Would you grow crops? 
Would you raise livestock? What would you wear as you worked? Create a 
picture that shows you, your farm, and what you grow or raise. 

2nd grade – Thanks to Dairy Cows 
Can you get through a day without a dairy product? From milk to cheese to ice 
cream, we have a lot to thank dairy cows for. Create a picture that helps others 
understand why dairy cows—and dairy farmers—are important.   

3rd grade – Farm Grown 
Imagine your favorite meal. Where did each food ingredient come from? 
Maybe it includes bread made from wheat, meat from pigs, or milk from dairy 
cows. Create a picture that shows how the products we eat, wear, or use come 
from farms. 

4th grade – I’m Connected to Agriculture 
Whether you live on a farm or not, you are connected to agriculture during 
almost every moment of your life. Create a picture that helps others 
appreciate how we are all connected to farms and to the agricultural industry. 

5th grade – I Can Work in Agriculture 
There are hundreds of careers in agriculture! They can be grouped into 7 
areas: plant science, animal science, natural resources, agricultural business, 
environmental services, agricultural mechanics, and food science. Create a 
picture that shows agricultural careers you could pursue. 


