CONNECTIONS Magazine Cover Design Contest

Teachers, please review the following rules and judging criteria. Entry forms and a student version of
the rules can be found at https://growyoungminds.org/programs-events/design-contest/.

Rules

1. Use white paper or cardstock no larger than 9" x 12."
2. Designs MUST be vertical ([]).
3

. Markers, colored pencils, crayons, pastels, pens, paint, or paper
collage may be used.
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Attach a Student Entry Form to the back of each entry with tape.
NO glue, staples, or paper clips, please!

Students’ names should NOT appear on the front of entries.
Teachers should include a Class Cover Page with their class designs.

Limit one entry per student.
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To encourage this activity as a class project, teachers entering
designs from 90% of students will be entered in a prize drawing.

9. Individual students are welcome to participate so long as designs
are completed at school.

10.0Original artwork will be returned to students, but designs become
property of DeKalb County Farm Bureau for use in promotion, etc.

Judging criteria Designs should... enen AT

1. Clearlyillustrate the theme. Q) ﬁNN ECT' 0 NS

Theme text may be included in
the design, but is not required.

2. Be creative and original.
3. Be clear and eye-catching.

4. Bestudents' own artwork and
writing (no stencils or tracing).

5. Use correct spelling. (Spelling will
be considered in final placing.)

Cover design tips students should...

1. View typical layout of the CONNECTIONS magazine cover at
https://cultivateconnections.org.

2. Make sure artwork fills the page, but do not place key elements of
artwork or text too close to the top or edges. (See example above.)

3. Letter all text lightly in pencil and check spelling before
finalizing design.

4. Besure NOT toinclude the magazine masthead (“DeKalb County
Farm Bureau CONNECTIONS”). This will be added later.

Design themes

Kindergarten
What is a Farm?

1st grade

If I Were a Farmer

2nd grade
Thanks to Dairy Cows

3rd grade

Farm Grown

4th grade

I'm Connected to Agriculture

5th grade
I Can Work in Agriculture

Entry deadline
Tuesday, April 10, 2026
no later than 4:30 p.m.
DeKalb County Farm Bureau
1350 W. Prairie Dr.
Sycamore, I1. 60178
815-756-6361

Awards Night

Winners and honorable
mention recipients will be
honored atan Awards
Night on Thurs., May 7.

Grand Prize

The grand prize design
will appear on the cover
of the Summer 2026 issue
of CONNECTIONS
magazine.
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