


FARM MATCHING GAME
Ideal for 2-6 players, ages 3 and up

How to play the game

There are 30 pairs of cards in this set. Choose the
number of pairs your child can manage at one time. For
preschoolers, start with just a few pairs and add more as
their skills grow.

1. Show and discuss each card so that players begin
gaining familiarity with the images and words.
(See the Farm Fun Facts on the following pages.)

2. Shuffle the chosen cards and place them face down
in rows. The youngest player will go first.

3. The first player turns over two cards so that all players
can see them. If the cards match, the player picks up
that pair and takes another turn. If they don’t, the cards
are turned face down in their original spots. Each time
a player turns over a card, he or she should name the
image shown.

4. As play progresses, players try to remember where
items are in order to collect matching pairs.

5. The game ends when all the cards have been picked up.
The player with the most pairs wins.



Other ways to use the cards

Classification skills:
Invite children to sort the cards by categories, such as...

¢ living or non-living  things with wheels

e plants or animals ¢ things with four legs

¢ buildings or machines e photos that show the sky
 things we use for food e photos that show the ground

Literacy skills:

Use the cards for...

¢ observation ¢ vocabulary

e letter recognition ¢ alphabetization
e word recognition e sequencing

¢ language development - “What do you see?”

¢ writing (school-aged children) - “Make a list of words
describing what you see.” “Write a story about this
picture.”

Other game ideas:

¢ Gather a variety of farm toys and objects. Encourage
children to match pictures with objects; e.g., the tractor
picture with a toy tractor.

¢ Use the cards to identify farm features and play “I Spy”
while riding in a vehicle.



Example of matching game layout
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List of all cards

. ag aircraft

. apples

. barn

. beef cattle

. chickens

. combine

. corn field

. dairy cow

. farmer (man)
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

farmer (woman)
field corn

grain bin

grain semi

hay

horse

16. machine shed
17. pigs

18. planter

19. pumpkins
20. sheep

21. silo

22. soil

23. soybean field
24. soybeans
25. sprayer

26. straw

27. tillage tool
28. tractor

29. wheat

30. wheat field



FARM FUN FACTS

Use these facts to boost farm knowledge!
Words in bold print appear on cards in the matching game.

An ag aircraft is a plane or helicopter used to
protect crops from harmful insects or diseases.
The aircraft sprays fields with a mixture of water
and a small amount of chemical. Agricultural
aircraft are flown by specially trained pilots.

Apples are a sweet, crunchy fruit that grows
on trees. Farms where apple trees are grown
are called apple orchards. Apples can be red,
green, yellow, and all shades in between. Most
apples are picked by hand to prevent bruising.

Most barns on farms today are not in use

as first intended. Barns of the past sheltered
livestock, machinery, tools, and feed under
one roof. Modern farm buildings, like machine
sheds or hog buildings, are more specialized.



Breeds of cattle used to produce meat are
called beef cattle. They are different than
those raised for milk. The animals shown
here are Herefords (brown and white), Angus
(black), and crossbred cattle.

Chickens are raised for meat and eggs.
Chickens raised for meat are called broilers.
Chickens raised for eggs are called laying hens,
or layers. Most chickens live in buildings which
protect them from predators and disease.

A combine is used to harvest crops like corn,
soybeans, or wheat. This combine is harvest-
ing field corn. The combine gets its name
because it combines cutting and threshing
functions in one machine.

Corn fields are common across Illinois and
the Midwest. Most of the corn grown in the U.S.
is field corn which is used for livestock feed,
ethanol, and hundreds of other uses. Field corn
is the number one crop grown in our state.



Dairy cows are raised to produce milk. The
most common breed of dairy cow in the U.S.
is the black-and-white Holstein. Other breeds
are brown, reddish-brown, or brown and
white. All cows give white milk.

A farmer is someone who grows crops or
raises livestock for our food, clothing, and
other items we depend on every day. Most
farmers live and raise their families on the
farms where they work.

Whether a farmer is a man or a woman,
they can operate trucks, tractors, and
combines; take care of animals; and do farm
bookkeeping. Farmers work hard and know
how to do many kinds of jobs.

Field corn is different than the sweet corn we
eat as a vegetable. Field corn is harvested in the
fall, when the plants have died and the kernels
on each ear are hard and dry. The harvested
grain is then transported to bins for storage.



When crops like corn and soybeans are
harvested, they are stored in grain bins like
this one. Grain bins are round, wide, and made
of metal. A grain bin is not the same as a silo,
which is skinnier and usually made of cement.

Harvested grain is hauled in a grain semi like
this one. Grain semis move crops from the
field to bins for storage and from storage to
processing plants or river/rail terminals to be
shipped around the world.

Hay is a mixture of plants like alfalfa or
timothy which are grown as animal feed. Hay
is cut while the plants are still green. Cut hay
is left to dry, then baled into round or square
(rectangular) bales.

Before the invention of tractors, many
farmers had at least one horse to help with
field work. Horses today are kept mostly for
pleasure. Depending on the breed, they are
ridden or used to pull wagons or buggies.



A machine shed is like a giant garage for
tractors, combines, planters, and other farm
machinery. Some machine sheds also contain
the farm shop, where machines are repaired
when needed.

Pigs are raised for their meat, which is
called pork. Ham, bacon, and many kinds
of sausage are kinds of pork. Hundreds of
other items like pigskin leather, plaster, and
paintbrushes contain pig by-products.

Crops like corn and soybeans are planted
using a planter which is pulled by a tractor.
This planter can plant over 950,000 corn
seeds on 27 acres in just an hour. (One acre is
about the size of a football field.)

[llinois farms produce more pumpkins
than any other state. This is partly because
Libby’s Pumpkin is canned in Morton,
[llinois. The variety of pumpkins used for
canning is actually tan in color.



Sheep are raised for meat or for their wool,
which is made into clothing or blankets. Many
sheep are raised on rangeland in the western
U.S. because they can eat plants that grow
where it is too rocky or dry for crops.

Assilo is skinnier than a grain bin and often
made of concrete instead of metal. Silos are
built to store silage, a kind of fermented feed
for cattle. Like barns, many old silos are no
longer being used for their original purpose.

Our lives depend on soil. Plants and trees
which give us food and oxygen grow in the
soil. Farmers try to protect and improve their
soil so they can grow healthy crops. Healthy
soil is full of microscopic life.

If you see an Illinois farm field that’s not
corn, it is probably soybeans. This is how

a soybean field looks in summer. In fall,
soybean plants turn brown and the leaves fall
off. Then the crop is ready to harvest.
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Soybeans are related to peas, peanuts,

and other beans. Their plants and pods are
fuzzy as a defense against insects. Soybeans
are used in animal feed, to make foods like
soymilk and tofu, and to make fuel.

Like an ag aircraft, a sprayer is used to
protect crops. The sprayer is used to spray
fields to control harmful insects or diseases.
The spray you see is mostly water, with a
small amount of chemical added.

Straw is the leftover stems of harvested
wheat or oats. Straw is used for animal
bedding and in feed for cattle. This picture
shows round bales of wheat straw. Straw can
also be baled into square (rectangular) bales.

Tractors are used to pull tillage tools like

this one. Tillage breaks up crop residue
(leftover plant parts) and prepares the soil for
planting. Modern tillage implements disturb
soil much less than those used in the past.



Almost all farms have at least one tractor
to do heavy work. Tractors pull farm
implements like planters, tillage tools, and
grain carts. They can also provide power for
machines like balers and manure spreaders.

After field corn and soybeans, the third most
common crop grown in Illinois is winter wheat.
Winter wheat fields are planted in the fall and
harvested the following summer. [llinois wheat
is used for foods like crackers and pretzels.

Wheat seeds are called kernels. The kernels
grow in a “head” at the top of the plant. Wheat
is grown to make flour; which is made when
the kernels are ground. Most breads, pastas,
crackers, and cookies are made from wheat.
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Who grows our food?

Family farmers, that’s
who! Whenever

you pick up a box

of cereal, a bag of
frozen blueberries, or
a package of ground
beef, you are holding
food that a farmer
worked hard to grow
or raise.

Farms are larger than
they used to be, so
some people assume
they must be owned
by big companies or
corporations. But
that’s not true.

Nearly 96% of farms and ranches in the U.S. are
family-owned and operated.

USDA classifies family farms as “any farm organized as a sole proprietorship,
partnership, or family corporation. Family farms exclude farms organized as non-family
corporations or cooperatives, as well as farmers with hired managers.
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Find out more about family farms...

www.WatchUsGrow.org - Illinois Farm Families
www.usfarmersandranchers.org - U.S. Farmers & Ranchers

in Action

www.CultivateConnections.org - DeKalb County Farm
Bureau CONNECTIONS magazine

www.DeKalbFarmBureau.org

Image credits:

Farmstead: Bob Myers. Apples: New York Apple Association, Ag
aircraft, barn, beef cattle, chisel plow, combine, corn field, farmer
(man), farmer (woman), field corn, grain bin, grain semi, hay, horse,
pigs, planter, pumpkins, shed, silo, soil, soybean field, soybeans,
straw, tractor, wheat, wheat field, farm family: DeKalb County Farm
Bureau. Sprayer: Jamie Walter. Apples, chickens, dairy cow, sheep:
USDA Agricultural Research Service. Hay: Pixabay.com.
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This project was made possible by the DeKalb County Farm
Bureau Foundation for Agriculture and the Pipestone System in
partnership with local farms. You can support agricultural literacy
by visiting www.PlantALegacy.org or by calling 815-756-6361.

www.PlantALegacy.org

www.GrowYoungMinds.org
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