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Bag Contents
● FARM Bag guide

(this page)

● clear condiment
container with lid

● soybean pod (in
container)

● magnifying lens

● Searching for
Soybeans page

● Soybean Ag Mag

Each soybean pod 
produces 3-4 seeds 

(beans). Sometimes 
there will be 5 beans, 

but this is rare. 

Related Reading 

Auntie Yang’s Great 
Soybean Picnic 

by Ginnie Lo 

AGtivity: Sensational Soybeans 
In addition to items from this bag, you will need: 

● a pencil
● water

What to do: 

1. Take out the clear plastic container. Open it and
remove the soybean pod that is inside. Set the
container and lid aside. You will need it later.

2. Look at the soybean pod (without opening it yet). Answer these questions:

a. Does it remind you of anything else? ________ If so, what does it
remind you of? _____________________________________________

b. Describe how the pod feels: __________________________________

c. How many seeds do you think are in your pod? ________________

d. How would you describe your soybean pod to a friend who could
not see it? List at least five words that explain the size, shape, color,
and texture of your pod. _____________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

3. Now take out the magnifying lens. Hold it up
close to one eye, then hold the soybean pod in
front of the lens. Move it slowly closer and
further away until it comes into focus.

a. Do you notice anything about your pod
that you couldn’t see before? ____________

b. Write down at least two new descriptive
words you think of: ____________________

______________________________________



This FARM bag was brought to
you by DeKalb County Farm

Bureau Agricultural Literacy in
partnership with:GrowYoungMinds.org

Please contact rcollins@dekalbfarmbureau.org with questions.

Related Reading 

Full of Beans: Henry 
Ford Grows a Car 
by Peggy Thomas 

Screen Time 

Pod to Plate - The Life 
Cycle of Soybeans 
http://bit.ly/PodtoPlate 

Get Crafty 

Bean Book 
Make your own “Bean 
Book” that shows the 
parts of a bean seed! 
https://bit.ly/3jFhGzg 

4. Now it’s time to open your pod! A good way to
open it is to hold it with the ridges of the pod
against your thumb and pointer finger as shown
here. Squeeze gently and the pod should pop open.

a. How many beans were in your pod? ______

b. How is the inside of the pod different from
the outside? ___________________________

______________________________________

c. Use your magnifying lens to look at the beans. Write at least three
words that describe them: _____________________________________

____________________________________________________________

5. Place one or two beans back into the clear container. (Keep one bean out.)

6. Add water to the container so that the beans are completely covered.
Carefully snap the lid onto the container. Let the beans sit in water
overnight. (Remember to keep at least one bean out so it is dry.)

Next day... 

7. Open the container and pour out the water. Compare the soaked beans to
the one you kept dry. How are they different? __________________________

___________________________________________________________________

8. Use your fingers to take apart one of your soaked beans:
a. Squeeze the bean gently. The outer covering will slide off.
b. Now the bean will come apart in two pieces.
c. Take out the Soybean Ag Mag and find the soybean diagram near

the top of the front page.
d. Use your magnifying lens to look at your bean. Can you identify its

parts? Look for the seed coat, hilum, cotyledon, and embryo.

Searching for Soybeans 
Take out the Searching for Soybeans page.  

How many uses for soybeans can you find in  
the word search? Check your answers here: 

Turn the page over and follow the directions  
for a Soybean Scavenger Hunt! 


