
WHY FARMS MATTER
Students wil l  explore how farming

connects to their own lives.

1st-2nd grades

Dear Teacher, 

Thank you for participating in our 2021 Ag 
in the Classroom program! Although it is 
very different from years past, we are 
excited to provide this new ag literacy 
learning experience.  

The program has two parts: a hands-on 
lesson, and an interactive Bitmoji Farm 
Shop. Utilize these however works best 
for your situation! Use the hands-on 
supplies at school and/or bag them up to 
send home with remote learners. Activity 
instructions can be found by clicking the 
“To Do” items in the Bitmoji Farm Shop. 
Turn students loose in the Bitmoji Farm 
whenever you wish! 

Bitmoji Shop - editable version: Use this 
link to add to your own Google Slides: 
http://bit.ly/3bZxh9x. (Keep in mind that 
once you copy the file, any corrections or 
additions we make to the original will not 
be in your copy.) 

Bitmoji Shop - use as-is: Send students 
to: http://bit.ly/30cykgN. Any changes we 
make to the original file will immediately 
be live. 

Why Farms Matter 
What are farms, and why do they matter? In this lesson, students will 
trace the products they eat and use every day back to their farm 
origins. Students will then make living seed germination necklaces as 
a reminder of how farmers grow the products we need to survive. 

Materials 
❏ How the Things We Use Start on Farms page (or click on

“Organize farm photos“ in the Bitmoji Farm Shop)
Per student  (bag in advance to save classroom time or to send home): 

Objectives 
1. Students will give examples of how their own lives benefit from

what happens on farms.

2. Students will connect everyday products with their farm origins.

Procedure 
Part 1 
1. Ask students what they know about farms. List their answers

on the board.

2. Ask students if they think what happens on farms has any
connection to their own lives. Discuss their answers as a class.

3. Distribute the Farm Connections image sheets. Instruct
students to cut the images apart on the dotted lines.

❏ Farm Connections sheet (page with 12 images)
❏ 2 seed corn kernels
❏ cotton ball
❏ (also needed: access to water)
❏ 2”x2”ziplock bag
❏ 30” piece of yarn
❏ DeKalb County Farmers Ag Mag

➜ Click “Teacher Resources” in the
Bitmoji Farm Shop for more helpful
stu�. Check back often as we’ll be
adding new items!
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4. Read aloud “How the Things We Use Start on Farms” found in your teacher bag (or click on
“Organize farm photos” on the whiteboard in the Bitmoji Farm Shop).

5. Discuss the “stories” students constructed with their pictures. Invite students to draw
and/or write a new story or “From Farm to Me” sequence using their favorite food.

Part 2 

6. Distribute to each student: cotton ball, 30”length of yarn, 2”x2” bag, and 2 kernels of corn.

7. Explain to students (or click on “Test corn germination” on the whiteboard in the Bitmoji
Farm Shop): Farmers  are the people who grow the crops (plants) and raise the livestock
(animals) that provide our food, clothing, and many other things we rely on every day. As a
reminder of the role farmers play in all our lives, each student will plant corn, just as our
farmer neighbors will be doing in a few weeks. Instruct students to:

a. Pour water on the cotton ball so it is thoroughly wet. Squeeze gently so it is not
dripping.

b. Place the wet cotton ball inside the 2”x2” bag.

c. Add the corn kernels to the bag, making sure they are touching the cotton ball.

d. Close the bag firmly.

e. Thread yarn through the hole in the top of the bag and tie the ends together.

f. Place the germination necklace around their neck, with the bag inside their shirt.

8. Discuss with students what seeds need in order to sprout, or germinate. They need:

a. Water

b. Soil (the cotton ball takes the place of soil in this instance)

c. Heat (sunshine provides warmth for germinating seeds, but in this case the students’
body temperature will provide needed warmth)

d. Air (seeds need oxygen in order to germinate)

9. Once the seeds germinate in their bags, students may gently move them to a cup of soil to see
if they can keep them growing!

Part 3 

10. Distribute the DeKalb County Farmers Ag Mags. Discuss as a class:

a. What do you think this Ag Mag is about?

b. Look at the pictures. How many people can you find in the Ag Mag?
All of these people are our neighbors: farmers and farm families in DeKalb County!

c. How many animals can you find?
These are all kinds of farm animals, or livestock, that are raised in our area.

d. How many plants can you find?
These are the plants (trees, in the case of apples), or crops, grown in our area.

e. Look at the farmers. If you were a farmer, who would you most like to be? Why?

11. Use the Ag Mags to practice skills such as sight words, text features, and so on.

Questions? Suggestions? We want to know what’s on your mind! (See email address below.) 


