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Related Reading
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AGtivity: Pumpkin Perfection?
In addition to items from this bag, you will need:
● access to a sink or large container of water
● newspaper
● toothpick
● sturdy coffee mug (optional)
● pumpkin carving tool or small serrated knife
● metal spoon
● 2 bowls
What to do:
Examine your pumpkin to answer the following questions:
1. How big is your pumpkin? It’s about the same size as a:

☐ baseball ☐ grapefruit ☐ baby’s head ☐ __________________
2. Feel the stem. How does it feel? ___________________________________
Pumpkin vines are prickly or scratchy. Your pumpkin stem may feel rough.
3. Count the lines on your pumpkin. How many are there? _____________
For every line, or rib, on a pumpkin, there is a row of seeds inside.
4. Predict how many seeds are in your pumpkin. ______________________
5. Look at your pumpkin’s skin, or rind. Are there any bumps, scratches,
holes, or discolored spots? Describe: _______________________________
Growing perfect pumpkins can be a challenge. Insects chew holes in the rind.
Diseases may cause the vines to die before the pumpkins are fully grown.
Pumpkins may be rough or discolored where they touch the soil.
6. Look at the bottom of your pumpkin. What do you see?
_______________________________________________________________

How Many Seeds in a
Pumpkin?
by Margaret McNamara

The round, brownish or tan spot on the bottom of a pumpkin is called the
blossom end. Pumpkins are a type of squash. Like all squash, they are a fruit, or
the part of a flowering plant that contains seeds.

Screen Time

7. If placed in water, do you think your pumpkin would sink, or would it
float? Circle your guess:
SINK
FLOAT
Fill a sink or large container with water. Place your pumpkin in the
water. What happens? ____________________________________________
Ask an adult to help you with steps below.

How to Grow Pumpkins
- Libby's Pumpkin
https://bit.ly/3jON3XH

How Does it Grow?
Pumpkin
https://bit.ly/2GNv5pZ

Seedy Snack
Save your seeds and
scan the QR code for
a tasty snack recipe!

1. Spread newspaper out on a table. Choose a
small knife or pumpkin carving tool.
2. Decide how you will cut into your
pumpkin. For a very small pumpkin, it may
be easiest to place it stem-side down in a sturdy mug or
deep bowl so you can cut into the bottom.
3. Use a toothpick to poke a series of holes
where you will cut the opening. Follow
the holes as you CAREFULLY cut into
your pumpkin.
4. Remove the cut circle to open your pumpkin. You may
have to pry it out with the handle of a spoon. Use a
metal spoon to scrape out the seeds and goop.
5. Sort the seeds from the fibrous
strands and pulp and place them
in a separate bowl.
6. Count your seeds. Place them in
piles of 10. Each time you make 10 piles, place those
100 seeds in a separate cup.

Pumpkin Faces

7. Describe what you found inside your pumpkin:
_________________________________________________________________
8. How many seeds were there? __________ Was your guess close? _______

Carve a face in your
pumpkin. Place a
battery-operated
candle inside to
create your own mini
Jack-o-lantern!
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Sequencing: Pumpkin to Pie
1. Cut apart the picture cards from your bag.
2. Place them in the correct order.
3. Read the back of each card to learn how processing
pumpkins are grown.
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