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Related Reading 

Corn by Gail Gibbons 

Anna’s Corn 
by Barbara Santucci 

AGtivity: Ear Exam 
In addition to items from this bag, you will need: 

● pencil
● shallow tray or rimmed cookie sheet

What to do: 

1. Take out the Parts of an Ear of Corn diagram and a pencil.

2. Remove your ear of corn from its bag and place it on a shallow tray or
cookie sheet. The tray will contain parts of the ear as you work.

3. Examine the papery material on the outside of your ear. This is the husk.
Write the word “husk” in the correct box on your diagram.

Every ear of corn is covered by layers of leaves called husk. Removing the husk is
known as “husking” or “shucking” corn.

4. Peel the husk back so you can see the kernels. As you do so, you will find
what looks like rough brown hair. These hairy strands are called silks.
Write the word “silks” in the correct box on your diagram.

For every kernel on an ear of corn, there is one silk.

5. Now pull the husk all the way down so all the kernels are uncovered.
Pick off the rest of the silks.

6. Gather the husk where it
attaches to the bottom of the
ear and break it off.

7. The husk is connected to a
stem, or shank. Write “shank”
on your diagram.

The shank connects the ear to the
corn plant, or stalk.

8. Look at the seeds, or kernels, on your ear of corn. (Don’t take any off yet!)
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partnership with: GrowYoungMinds.org

Please contact rcollins@dekalbfarmbureau.org with questions.

Screen Time 

Harvest With Tracy 
Jones 
https://bit.ly/2I6X8RE 

An Entire Corn Growing  
Season in One Minute  
https://bit.ly/3ldVcFu  

Corny BINGO 
There is so much to  
learn about corn! Use  
your corn kernels as  
BINGO markers and  
play as you learn 
a-MAIZE-ing things 
about this useful 
crop. Scan the QR 
code to find BINGO 
cards and clues.

9. What do you notice about the top of each kernel? Write the word “kernels”
in the correct box on your diagram.

Field corn is also called “dent corn” because of the indentation that forms in the
top of the kernels as they dry.

10. Are the tops of the kernels all the same shape? Are there any places where
it looks like kernels are missing?

The kernels closest to the ends of the ear are more rounded in shape while those
toward the middle are more oblong. In spots where a kernel didn’t grow, nearby
kernels may be oddly-shaped.

11. Notice that the kernels form rows along the ear.
Hold your ear so your thumb is on a kernel.
Keep your thumb on that kernel and count the
rows, starting with the row your thumb is on.

Every ear of corn has an even number of rows. Field
corn typically has 14, 16, or 18 rows of kernels.

12. Choose a row of kernels. Count the kernels in
that row. Multiply this number by the number
of rows to estimate the total kernels on the ear.

An average ear of field corn has about 600 kernels.

13. Take the kernels off your ear. You’ll see that most of the kernels are flat,
while those towards the ends of the ear are rounded.

Removing the kernels from an ear of corn is called “shelling corn.”

14. Notice the thin, papery flakes clinging to and falling off the kernels. This is
called chaff. Some farmers call it “bees wings!”

15. The inside part of an ear of corn to which the kernels attach is the cob.
Write “cob” in the correct box on your diagram.

Corn cobs vary in color depending on genetics. Some varieties of corn have white
cobs, some have red, and other cobs are pinkish.

Corn Husk People 
You can use your corn husks to 

make a doll! Learn how by visiting: 
https://bit.ly/3p4dOKB


