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What is that?
Combine & Grain CartA combine is used to harvest corn, 

soybeans and other grains. 
This harvesting machine does many 
things at once. As it moves across a 
field, it cuts each plant and removes 
the grains or seeds. This threshing 
process separates the grain from 
the corn cobs or soybean pods. The 
cobs, pods and plant material are 
blown out the back of the combine 
and spread on the ground as 
residue while the seeds flow into the 
combine’s grain tank. 

When the combine’s grain tank is 
full (it holds about 300 bushels), it 
must be emptied or it will overflow. 
An auger arm, or long metal tube, 
empties the grain tank. The auger 
moves the grain through the tube so 
it can be dumped into a grain cart, 
truck, or wagon.

Many modern combines are steered 
with GPS (Global Positioning 
Systems) technology. A farmer only 
has to use the steering wheel to turn 
the machine around at the ends of 
a field or to travel on roadways. GPS 
technology also allows farmers to 
create field maps showing how much 
grain was harvested at any given 
point in a field.

Grain carts speed up harvest. 
A tractor pulling a grain cart moves alongside 
the combine at the same pace so the 
combine’s grain tank can be emptied while 
the machine is still harvesting. Farmers call 
this “dumping on the go.”  

When the combine’s grain tank is empty, 
the grain cart is driven away to be unloaded 
into a semi-trailer or gravity wagon. Like the 
combine, the cart has an auger arm which allows the grain 
to be unloaded. One grain cart can fill a semi with corn or 
soybeans in just a few minutes!

Locally, farmers are using their combines and grain carts to 
harvest corn and soybeans, now through November.

A John Deere combine harvests 
corn and unloads into a grain cart 
in the field which is referred to as 
“dumping on the go.”

A Case IH combine harvests soybeans.


