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Why are antibiotics used on the farm?
Antibiotics are used on farms to treat sick animals 

and prevent and control disease. Farmers often work 
with veterinarians to build animal health plans, which 
include many tools such as vaccination, proper housing, 
hygiene and antibiotics. For sick animals, antibiotics 
shorten the time an animal is sick. Without an antibiotic 
animals may be sick longer, spread the illness, suffer 
needlessly or possibly die. Preventing and controlling 
the spread of a disease is critical to keeping animals 
safe and healthy.

Are the antibiotics used for farm animals safe?
The U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has a 

stringent approval process for veterinary medicines and 
antibiotics. In fact, antibiotics for use in animals require 
similar testing as those used in humans, with the added 
requirement that they must be tested to ensure meat, 
poultry, eggs, and milk from the animals given the 
medicine will be safe for human consumption.

Farmers and veterinarians have an ethical responsibility to ensure the 
proper use of antibiotics on their farms. The oversight of a veterinarian for 
all uses of medically important antibiotics is part of the FDA’s Guidance 
209, as well as part of farmers’ routine practice through quality-assurance 
programs. 
How is the livestock industry working to ensure the FDA Guidances 
are effective?

Antibiotic resistance is a serious public health threat. Farmers, 
veterinarians and medical doctors all have a role to better understand how 
to minimize this threat. One major step the agriculture industry is taking is 
phasing out the use of antibiotics for growth purposes. Now in effect, FDA 
Guidances 209 and 213 make it illegal for antibiotics to be used in feed to 
promote growth. The new Veterinary Feed Directive (VFD) calls for all 
medications used in livestock feed that are deemed medically important to 
humans to require the permission of use from a veterinarian. 

How does responsible use by farmers help mitigate  
antibiotic resistance?

Farmers, veterinarians and animal health experts work together to make 
sure they’re using antibiotics responsibly, in order to reduce the chances of 
antibiotic resistance forming. Steps taken include:
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•  Identifying the illness affecting 
the animal by consulting with animal 
health experts and veterinarians 
when necessary

• Pinpointing the right antibiotic 
treatment and dose needed

• Administering the antibiotic 
for appropriate amount of time by 
following the law and clear label 
instructions, as well as following 
proper withdrawal periods

• Conducting the right research 
to make sure we continue to protect 
both animal and human health

• Making the right improvements 
for future use, such as phasing 
out antibiotics that are medically 
important in human medicine 
for growth promoting purposes 
in livestock and phasing in more 
veterinary oversight. ■
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What is all the buzz about antibiotics fed to animals? 
We get it. People want to know that antibiotics fed to 
animals raised for food is safe and they don’t pose a 
risk to human health.


