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Why are some animals 
raised indoors and others 
outdoors?

When it comes to animal housing, 
farmers have a choice. Their decisions to 
use indoor or outdoor housing are impacted 
by many factors, from the animal’s 
needs, resources available, to climate and 
consumer preference. Some farmers choose 
indoor housing to protect their animals 
from diseases, inclement weather, and even 
predators. Additionally, many barns today 
have highly technical ventilation systems 
that keep them cool during the hot summer 
months and warm in the winter, thus 
providing animals with the utmost comfort. 

Others raise their animals outdoors in 
order to control insects or to add organic 
matter back to the soil. There are many 
options for housing, diet and management 
practices when raising animals for food. 
Farmers make animal care decisions based 
on their farm and resources and what is 
best for the animals.

Source: U.S. Farmers & Ranchers Alliance, 
www.fooddialogues.com.

Are animals kept indoors  
forced to grow quickly?

No. This is not the reason why a farmer would choose 
to raise animals indoors. Indoor housing is beneficial to 
protecting animals from weather, bacteria and predators. It also 
helps to ensure that animals are receiving a proper, nutritious 
and balanced diet. 

It is not true that cattle in feedyards, where beef cattle are 
finished on a diet of grass, grains and other feedstuffs, are force 
fed. Feedyards do not force cattle to eat. Feedyard cattle have 
ample space to roam and the ability to eat from the feed bunk 
at their own pace and leisure. 

The same goes for hogs. They are kept in pens in climate-
controlled buildings and eat feed and drink water when they 
are hungry. 

How do farmers transport animals 
from one farm to another?

There are many reasons why farm animals might need to 
be moved, such as re-stocking, moving from drought areas to 
better grazing, change of ownership, or slaughter. Historically, 
livestock were moved on foot, but with increasing urbanization 
of population and commercialization of animal production, 
livestock now are commonly transported by road and by rail 
vehicles.

Over the decades, farmers have continued to improve 
handling practices. Some new practices can be attributed 
to animal welfare advocate Temple Grandin, a professor of 
Animal Science at Colorado State University. She works 
with farmers and animal experts to develop techniques to 
move animals on the farm and also during transportation to 
packing facilities. Grandin provides her expertise in designing 
structures for herd animals that reduce flight and increase 
comfort while keeping herds manageable. ■


