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“Is animal health a priority of farmers?” 
Farmers care deeply about their animals and take pride in how they provide 

for them. Animal safety, health and comfort are common concerns expressed in 
regards to raising animals for food.

Farmers have choices about the best way to raise their animals, including the 
different types of housing, diet, personal experience, available resources, and 
overall management practices.

Well-cared-for animals are an important part of a safe and healthy food 
supply for everyone. That is why farmers rely on the guidance of veterinarians 
and nutritionists when they make decisions about a variety of animal care 
practices, including housing strategies and the use of healthcare products to 
decrease disease risk and promote animal health. 

Today, farm animals live healthier lives than ever before. Farmers have 
virtually eliminated many former common causes of human foodborne 
illnesses. For example, pigs raised indoors, a practice that sometimes elevates 
concerns, has greatly improved safety for the animals, the farmers who raise 
them and the end consumer. Bottom line: animal welfare is the best it has ever 
been.

Just like with any industry, there are always ways to improve. Farmers are 
making great strides to ensure their practices are not only the best for their 
animals’ well-being, but that they are also contributing to a food supply that is 
as safe and healthy as possible. 

“Is the well-being of farm animals on larger farms disregarded  
in the pursuit of higher profits?”

The question is often asked by critics of modern animal agriculture but the 
size of the farm is not a reliable indicator of animal welfare. Research shows 
good animal husbandry has more to do with the people providing the care.

Small and large farms present different challenges, but both require skilled 
and conscientious management to promote good animal care. While there are 
fewer animals on a small operation, time spent caring for the animals must be 
juggled with various tasks. On larger operations, employees are often trained in 
specialized skills and a larger staff might allow for more personalized animal 
care.

Farm & Food
The reason farms have gotten 

larger has more to do with 
maintaining income levels than 
increasing profits. One study 
provides this example: In the 1970s 
an operation producing 2,000 pigs 
a year would generate a profit of 
$42,000. In the 1990s the profit from 
such a farm would have been about 
$8,000. Taking inflation into account, 
the size of the farm would have to be 
roughly ten times larger in the 1990s 
to result in a similar income.

How does animal welfare 
affect sustainability?

While opinions regarding 
management techniques for animal 
safety and health can differ, it’s 
important that all farmers work 
together to communicate to 
consumers why they have chosen a 
specific management style for their 
animals.

Well cared for animals is a priority 
for farmers. It not only ensures the 
safety and health of animals but it 
also maintains a sustainable farm.

Farmers and ranchers are 
making great strides to ensure their 
practices are not only the best for 
their animals’ well-being, but that 
they are also contributing to a food 
supply that is as safe and healthy as 
possible. This means basing practices 
on peer-reviewed studies as well 
as implementing generations of 
practical experience. Additionally, 
partnerships with veterinarians and 
nutritionists are critical and a key 
part of animal care on America’s 
farms and ranches. ■
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