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Carl Heide is a fourth generation 
farmer from DeKalb who raises 
pigs, corn, and peas. Carl, his wife 
LeAnn, and daughters Samantha 
and Julia live on the family farm.    

The barns that are used today are designed to provide a more stable 
environment for the pigs. For example, you likely would not want to go 
camping during the winter months― it’s too cold! Cold weather is hard on 
domestic pigs just like it is on people.

Pig Comfort - Today’s buildings use climate controllers to keep the pigs 
comfortable year-round (just like in our homes). If it is getting too cold in 
a building, heaters will fire up and make it warmer. If the temperature gets 
too warm, fans will run and curtains will lower to allow cooler air in. In 
summer, misters will provide a cool mist of water to help cool the pigs.

Better Growth - When pigs are raised outside, more of the feed that they 
consume is used to help deal with the elements. Pigs raised inside will eat 
10-20% less feed. With high feed prices the last several years, that can be 
quite a savings (it’s like having a car that gets better gas mileage). Because 
they are healthier, pigs raised in buildings also grow faster which means 
they are ready for market sooner.  

Labor Efficiency - There is much better use of labor when pigs are raised 
indoors. I have been involved in raising pigs for much of my life and have 
done it both ways (indoors and outdoors). Raising pigs indoors just makes 
better use of my time, especially in the winter months.  

Last winter was brutal for both people and livestock. The most humane 
way to raise pigs was having them inside. On the coldest days, we were 
able to keep them warm, dry and comfortable. They never had to push their 
way through a snow drift to eat or get a drink of water,which likely would 
have been solid ice.

Leaner Product - Pigs raised inside will have a little less fat on them so 
the pork from them will be leaner. As a pork producer, I’m able to produce 
a better meat product by raising my animals in buildings.

The golden rule of raising livestock is: “the better you treat them, the 
better they’ll treat you.” I believe that raising my pigs indoors is one of the 
best things that I can do for them. ■

Q: Why do you raise pigs indoors?

A: Most of the pigs that are raised by farmers today 
are raised in climate-controlled barns. There are many 
reasons for this. Among them: pig comfort, better 
growth, labor efficiencies, and a leaner product.  

Got a question  
for a farmer?

Submit your farm and food questions to 
connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org. 
We will share questions with our local 
farmers and publish their answers as 
space allows in upcoming issues of  

Connections.


