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Q: What do you want your children and others to know about 
raising pigs?

A: I think it is important for all kids (and adults, too) to have a 
clear understanding about how farmers are raising the food 
that they eat and to know that we put our animals needs first.

Most kids today are a few generations removed from the farm. 
Most do not have a parent, grandparent or distant relative who 
is involved in agriculture. So that’s why it’s important to share 
information. 

Modern farming methods used today by farmers have made 
our jobs easier and the lives of the animals better. The climate 
controlled buildings keep pigs warm and dry in the winter and 
cool and comfortable in the summer. Feed diets are tailored to the 
animals needs and veterinarians work with farmers to keep their 
pigs healthy.  

As a father, I know that kids absorb everything that they see 
you do or say. Their minds are like sponges! So I take the time 
to share what I do with my children whenever I can. As my girls 
help take care of the little pigs in the nursery or ride with me 
in the combine, I make sure to tell them what I am doing and 
more importantly, why I am doing it. If I am treating a pig with 
medicine, I explain the pig’s illness and how the medicine will 

make them better. Just like 
when they get sick and 
may need medicine.  

A few weeks ago, my 
feed nutritionist was at 
our farm going over the 
pigs’ diets. My six-year-
old daughter asked what 
we were doing. It was a 

great time to explain that the nutritionist was a little bit like a cook 
planning healthy meals for the pigs to grow. She thought it was 
neat. However, explaining to her why she should eat broccoli and 
why pigs shouldn’t, was a little bit harder. 

Many farmers, myself included, have taken time to visit 
classrooms and bring the lessons of how food is grown to the 
children. Some farmers have opened their farms for tours so kids 
and adults can see how a modern farm works and answer any 
questions.     

Carl Heide is a fourth generation farmer 
from DeKalb who raises pigs, corn, soybeans, 
and peas. Carl, his wife LeAnn, and daughters 
Samantha and Julia live on the family farm.

As my girls help take care of the 
little pigs in the nursery or ride with 
me in the combine, I make sure to 
tell them what I am doing and more 
importantly, why I am doing it.

I am so happy that I am able to make a 
living doing what I love and that I get to 
raise my girls on the farm and teach them 
about where food comes from. Whether 
they decide to make their living raising 
food and fiber for the world is totally 
up to them. Either way, I want them to 
understand all the ins and outs of raising 
pigs and crops so they will be able to share 
this with others. ■

Got a question for a farmer?
Submit your farm and food questions to  
connections@dekalbfarmbureau.org. 
We will share questions with our local 
farmers and publish their answers  
as space allows in upcoming  
issues of Connections.


